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A Level Geography transition work

To help you prepare for A level Geography it is firstly worth building your global knowledge and
understanding. To do this you should be reading/watching the news and watching
documentaries.

We recommend that you watch the following documentaries:

“Scandinavia with Simon Reeve” - 3 episodes (BBC iPLAYER)

“The Americas with Simon Reeve” (BBC iPLAYER)

“Earth the Power of the Planet - volcano”

“Earth the Power of the Planet - ice”

“Climate change — the facts” (BBC iPLAYER)

To help you build your specific knowledge for human and physical geography please complete
the following tasks over the summer holidays and bring it into your first Geography lesson
in September

Physical Geography - Tectonics

Case Study Investigation: For two significant (over magnitude 6) earthquake/tsunami in the past
5 years research the following and make a detailed report on each one. Make sure to include the
following information

Event details - date, magnitude, causes of the event (be specific, plates, type of boundary
- how and why it happened), duration, spatial extent of the event (you could include maps
etc but make sure you say where you got them from!)

Human geography of the country - population, population density, GDP per capita,
HDI, education levels, links with other countries (eg are they a BRIC, part of the
commonwealth, EU etc)



e Physical geography of the country - geology, terrain, climate etc

® Preparation of the country - what warnings did they have, do they have recent
experience of similar events, what preparations were in place to protect people &
infrastructure

e Impacts - what did the event do (think numbers eg houses destroyed, people injured,
types of infrastructure damaged etc)

e Immediate rescue response - what did governments, businesses, people, charities etc
do during and immediately after the event?

® Recovery management - what did governments, businesses, people, charities etc do to
clear up and recover from the event to try and return the country/area to “normal”

® Analysis - this is all YOUR OPINION

How well prepared do you think the country was? Why?
What enabled/prevented them from being this prepared?
How well managed do you think the recovery effort was?
Could this event have caused more/less damage? Why?
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What lessons do you think can be learned from this event for the country it affected
and for other countries?

e Bibliography - Make a list of all the sources you used (websites etc) - don’t just say
google!

Suggested websites:

https://reliefweb.int/disasters
https://www.usgs.gov/natural-hazards/earthquake-hazards/earthquakes
https://maps.mapaction.org/

https://www.dec.org.uk/latest-updates

Local & national government websites for the country
Charities and NGO’s such as Red Cross, Oxfam, CAFOD

N.B. Some of the best info is not the top hit! Be careful that you're using a reliable website and
not one with fake news! Avoid using Wikipedia other than as a source for finding out more linked
info.


https://reliefweb.int/disasters
https://www.usgs.gov/natural-hazards/earthquake-hazards/earthquakes
https://maps.mapaction.org/
https://www.dec.org.uk/latest-updates

Human Geography — Why do places change?

Please complete the following tasks as a project

Task 1: Demographic Investigation, Comparing Two Places

e Maidenhead Riverside
o Britwell Estate, Slough

Step 1: Go to: ONS Census Maps - https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/

Step 2: In the search bar, search for: Riverside, Windsor and Maidenhead. Select the
ward called Riverside.

Step 3: Use the menu on the left-hand side to investigate: Population; Age; Ethnicity; Housing;
Employment Qualifications; Population.

Step 4: Repeat the process for: Britwell, Slough. Select the ward called Britwell. Record the same
information.

Complete a table similar to below

Indicator Location 1 Location 2

Population

Population Density

Largest Age Group

Smallest Age Group

Largest Ethnic Group

Smallest Ethnic Group

Dominant Employment
Sector

Most Common Housing
Type

Highest Qualification
Level

Analysis questions:
1. Which location appears more affluent? Explain your answer.
How do the age structures differ?
How does housing differ between the two locations?
How does educational attainment differ?
What evidence suggests inequality between the two locations?
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/

Task 2: How has your area changed?

Use the ONS "How Your Area Has Changed" website:
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populatione
stimates/articles/howyourareahaschangedinioyearscensus2021/2022-11-08/

For BOTH locations, produce a summary of approximately 300 words including:

Population change;
Age structure
Diversity

Housing
Employment
Education

Reflection: What factors might explain the changes you have identified?

Task 3: Globalisation and Transnational Corporations (TNCs)

What is Globalisation?
Research the term and write your own definition.

Investigating TNCs

Choose TWO transnational corporations (TNCs) that operate in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Greater London or the South East.

Complete a table similar to below:

TNC1= TNC 2 =

Company Name

Company Origin

Main Products/Services

Number of Employees
Why Located in the UK?
Benefits to the Local Area

Possible Drawbacks

Evaluation

Write approximately 250 words: To what extent do TNCs benefit local communities?


https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/howyourareahaschangedin10yearscensus2021/2022-11-08/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/howyourareahaschangedin10yearscensus2021/2022-11-08/

Task 4: Regeneration and Urban Change
Case Study 1: Maidenhead Riverside
Research current regeneration projects in Maidenhead eg

» Riverside developments

e New housing

e Transport improvements

o Investment projects

o Environmental improvements

Questions

Why was regeneration needed?

What improvements have been made?
Who benefits from regeneration?

Are there any disadvantages?

Is there evidence of gentrification?
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Case Study 2: Britwell Estate, Slough
Research social and economic conditions in the area eg

e Housing

o Employment

o Education

e Crime

o Community projects
o Local investment

Questions

What challenges does the area face?

What evidence is there of social or economic deprivation?
What investment has taken place?

What further improvements could be made?
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Task 5: Comparing Places

Complete a table similar to below:

FACTOR

MAIDENHENHEAD
RIVERSIDE

BRITWELL ESTATE

Population
Characteristics

Housing

Education

Employment

Environment

Transport Links

Investment

Quality of Life

Extended Response: Write approximately 600 words. You should use evidence from both case

studies.

To what extent are social and economic factors responsible for creating inequalities

between places?

Task 6: Independent Research Investigation

Choose ONE of the following questions.

Use at least THREE sources.

Option A: Has the Elizabeth Line improved opportunities for Maidenhead?
Option B: Is regeneration always beneficial?

Option C: How has globalisation changed Slough?

Option D: Why do some places become more desirable than others?




Final Reflection

What Makes a Successful Place?
Write approximately 300 words.
Consider:

Employment opportunities
Housing

Environment

Transport

Education

Community

Quality of life



