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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Holyport College is a boarding and day school for boys and girls aged 11 to 19 

 

1.2 The admissions policy for Holyport College will operate in accordance with the Schools’ 

Admissions Code, the School Admissions Appeals Code and education law. 

 

1.3 Holyport College is an academy and therefore its own admissions authority. 

 

1.4 Information about Holyport College will be available through the website and through the 

prospectus. Normally prospective parents and students will have the opportunity to visit the school 

prior to the application deadline.   

 

Paragraphs 2 to 8 do not relate to Sixth Form admission and have been 

removed for clarity. Paragraphs 9 to 16 relate only to Year 12 admissions. 
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9. YEAR 12 ADMISSION NUMBERS 

 

9.1 Holyport College welcomes applications from external candidates for entry as a day or boarding 

student.  The number of places available will vary from year to year and will depend on the number 

of offers made to internal candidates. 

 

Sixth Form Day Places 

 

9.2 There are a total of 58 day places, drawn from both internal and external candidates, available for 

entry to the Sixth Form.  

9.3 Holyport College may exceed the number of day places if the preferred courses of study are not 

oversubscribed and the candidate has met all the entry requirements. 

 

Sixth Form Boarding Places 

 

9.4 There are up to 80 boarding places available in the Sixth Form across Years 12 and 13.  Normally 

40 places are allocated to each of Year 12 and Year 13. 

10. YEAR 12 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

 

10.1 Holyport College Sixth Form offers two-year linear A level courses and does not offer vocational 

courses.  Applications for entry in Year 12 are made directly to Holyport College.   

 

10.2 The Minimum Qualifying Standard (MQS) for admission to the Sixth Form is based on a Total 

Points Score (TPS), which will be a total of the best 8 GCSE subjects taken. Candidates are required 

to have a minimum TPS of 48 across their best eight GCSE subjects, and a minimum of grade 6 & 5 

in English and Maths in any order. The grade for English may come from either Language or 

Literature. 

 

10.3 In addition, candidates must meet the entry requirements for each of the A level courses for 

which they applied. The minimum standard a student will need to achieve is expected to be a GCSE 

grade 7 in the subject they are planning to study at A-level. Students wishing to study an A-level 

subject they have not studied at GCSE should consult the subject specific entry criteria (See 

Appendix C). 

 

10.4 The College accepts applications from students studying qualifications that are not GCSE 9-1 

qualifications. Applications will be reviewed on merit using GCSE equivalence data where available. 

 

10.5 The MQS for admission will be based on candidates’ GCSE grades received on GCSE Results 

Day. 
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11. INTERNAL CANDIDATES TRANSFERRING TO SIXTH FORM  

 

11.1 All students in Year 11 must apply to return to the Sixth Form by the deadline set out on the 

school website. 

 

11.2 Students in Year 11 who wish to change from a day to a boarding place or vice versa will need to 

apply as external candidates. 

 

11.3 Students who do not wish to change from a day to a boarding place or vice versa will be offered a 

place at the college without reference to the oversubscription criteria provided they meet the MQS 

and the entry requirements for each of the A level courses for which they applied. 

12. YEAR 12 ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE FOR BOARDING 

STUDENTS 

 

12.1 The supplementary information form for boarding applications is available on our website at 

www.holyportcollege.org.uk The closing date for the first round of applications is the 1
st
 December. 

12.2 Following the closing date for the first round of applications, all students applying for a 

boarding place in Year 12 will be invited for an interview with the school solely to assess their 

suitability for a boarding school education. References from the candidate’s current school will be 

taken up to help to determine whether the candidate would be able to cope with and benefit from a 

boarding place.  References also help the College to determine if the admission of any candidate 

would be detrimental to the wellbeing of other boarders.  The College may also seek supporting 

documentation from other agencies, such as the Local Authority, where appropriate. This 

assessment will include scrutiny of reports as above together with the outcomes from an interview 

which will only consider suitability for boarding and which will include an opportunity for discussion 

with the child in the absence of their parents or carers. 

12.3 Usually on the same day, the applicant will also be invited to attend a discussion with a member 

of the Sixth Form Team. The purpose of this discussion is to ensure that the applicant’s A-level 

choices are appropriate for their future aspirations and to ensure that applicants are aware of the 

entry requirements for their chosen subjects. This meeting will not form part of the decision-making 

process on whether to offer a place.  

12.4 Holyport College will inform parents whether or not their son/daughter is considered suitable 

for boarding shortly after the interview process has been completed. 

12.5 A conditional boarding place at Holyport College will be confirmed on receipt of the boarding 

deposit which must be made within two weeks of an offer being made whichever is later. The offer of 

a place at this stage is conditional on meeting the MQS. 

 

12.6 All applicants who have been offered conditional places will have an appointment scheduled for 

GCSE results day which they are expected to attend (either in person or online) to confirm whether 

or not they have achieved the MQS and their acceptance of the place.  

 

 

3 
 

  

 Admissions Policy  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

13. ALLOCATION OF BOARDING PLACES IN YEAR 12   

13.1 To be admitted to the School as a boarder, pupils must have full United Kingdom nationality or 

other approved residential status in the United Kingdom. 

13.2 Pursuant to its duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all boarders under Section 87 of 

the Children Act 1989, Holyport College will not admit any child as a boarder unless they have 

satisfied the school that they are suitable to board.  Candidates who are considered suitable for 

boarding will then be allocated places according to the published oversubscription criteria. 

13.3 In the event of there being greater demand for boarding than there are places available to the 

school, places will be offered using the following criteria in order of priority:  

i​ Looked after or previously looked after children who meet the academic requirements (see 

Appendix B).  

ii​ Children of members in the UK Armed Forces who, because of high family mobility, qualify for 

Ministry of Defence financial assistance with the cost of boarding school fees.  

iii​ Candidates with a ‘boarding need’.  This includes children with an unstable home environment 

and children of service personnel who have died while serving or who have been discharged as a 

result of attributable injury; children of other key workers and Crown Servants whose work 

dictates that they spend much of the year overseas.  Determination of ‘boarding need’ is at the 

discretion of the Governing Body, which may require corroborating evidence to be provided by a 

person appropriately qualified to supply such evidence.  In each case, it is the responsibility of 

the parents/carers to provide the information required to enable the Governing Body to make a 

determination. 

iv​ Candidates transferring from a day place to a boarding place at Holyport College.  

v​ Candidates with a sibling at the school who also boards and who will still be a boarding pupil of 

Holyport College when the candidate takes up his/her place. 

vi​ Students who have been awarded a Holyport College scholarship 

vii​ Remaining boarding places will be allocated on the basis of a random lottery conducted by the 

College under the supervision of an independent person. 

14. YEAR 12 ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE FOR DAY STUDENTS  

 

14.1 The supplementary information form for boarding applications is available on our website at 

www.holyportcollege.org.uk The closing date for the first round of applications is the 1
st
 December. 

All applicants whether internal or external, must complete the online application. Applications after 

this date will still be considered. 

14.2 The School will acknowledge receipt of applications from external applicants and the current 

school will be asked to complete a reference. The sole purpose of the reference is to confirm the 

predicted grades provided by the candidate in their application form. The current school must 

submit this reference to us via our online application system by the stated deadline. It is the 

responsibility of the applicant to ensure their referee submits this reference in time for us to consider 

their application. 
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14.3 All applicants will receive a response from the College about their application in January of the 

year of entry and those who are predicted to meet the MQS will be invited into the school for a 

discussion with a member of the Sixth Form Team. The purpose of this discussion is to ensure that 

the applicant’s A-level choices are appropriate for their future aspirations and to ensure that 

applicants are aware of the entry requirements for their chosen subjects. This meeting will not form 

part of the decision-making process on whether to offer a place but, should the applicant fail to 

attend, the College may assume they are no longer interested in progressing their application and no 

offer will be made. 

14.4 Successful applicants will receive conditional offer letters by 1st March 2025. Applicants are 

required to respond to the offer by the stated deadline. 

14.5 Applicants receiving a conditional offer will be invited into school for an induction day in 

June/July 2025 when they will have the opportunity to meet their peers and teachers and to be 

welcomed into the Holyport College community. 

14.6 More conditional offers will be made than the number of places available. This is because some 

applicants given a conditional offer will not achieve the required grades or will decide to decline their 

offer. 

14.7 Once a conditional offer has been made, applicants will need to achieve the MQS and enrol on 

GCSE Results Day with evidence of their GCSE results to guarantee their place. The procedure for 

this will be communicated to all offer holders by the Sixth Form Admissions Officer. 

14.8 Applicants who are not made a conditional offer will be placed on a waitlist and asked to submit 

their GCSE results and confirm their A Level subject preferences to the College by electronic form on 

GCSE results day. Some of these candidates may then be contacted by the College in the days 

following GCSE results day in the event that further places can be offered.  

14.9 Applicants wishing to apply after receiving their GCSE results will be considered only if space 

remains after the conditional offers made prior to GCSE results day have been accepted.  

15. HOLYPORT COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 

15.1 Holyport College Scholarships are available for both boarding and day students. Boarders 

holding scholarships may be awarded a reduction in fees 

15.2 Day pupils' scholarships hold no monetary value and are honorary only. The application and 

awarding process for scholarships are detailed in Appendix D. 
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16. ALLOCATION OF DAY PLACES IN YEAR 12  

16.1 Internal candidates will be offered a conditional place in the Sixth Form. The offers will be 

conditional on meeting the MQS and the entry requirements for their chosen subjects. Once the 

approximate number of internal places has been determined, conditional offers will be made to 

external candidates. 

16.2 In accordance with the law, children with Education, Health and Care Plans will be admitted to 

the school where the local authority has specifically named Holyport College as the most appropriate 

placement and the candidate has met the minimum entry requirements and specific course 

requirements of the College.  

  

16.3 In the event of there being greater demand than there are places available, and after internal 

offers have been made, places will be allocated using the following criteria in order of priority:  

i.​ Looked after or previously looked after children who meet the academic entry requirements 

(see Appendix B) 

ii.​ Children of staff at the school in either of the following circumstances: a) where the member 

of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which the 

application for admission to the school is made; or b) the member of staff is recruited to fill a 

vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.  The Governors may admit above 

the PAN in order to secure the best candidates for hard to recruit or residential staff. 

iii.​ Candidates with a sibling who is also a day pupil at the school at the time of admission. The 

term ‘sibling’ includes a half or step child permanently living in the same family unit or a 

foster child permanently living in the same family unit whose place has been arranged by the 

social service department of the local authority.    

iv.​ Candidates eligible for the Pupil Premium (see Appendix B) 

v.​ Students who have been awarded a Holyport College scholarship 

vi.​ Proximity to the school. This will be measured in a straight line from the address point of the 

student’s house (see Appendix B).  

16.4 In the event of students meeting identical criteria in the selection process, the students to be 

admitted will be determined by the drawing of lots which will be supervised by someone independent 

of the College. 

17. APPEALS PROCESS  

17.1 Parents whose applications for places are unsuccessful will be given the opportunity to appeal 

against the decision to an Independent Appeal Panel set up in accordance with the School Standards 

and Framework Act 1998. All appeals should be lodged within  20 school days of receiving 

notification that an application has been unsuccessful.  

   

17.2 The Appeal Panel will be independent of Holyport College. The determination of the Appeal 

Panel will be binding on all parties. The appeals process is independently administrated and at the 

time of writing this policy appeals were administered by Surrey County Council. Full details of the 
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procedure available 

https://www9.surreycc.gov.uk/SchoolAdmissionAppeal/AppealForASchoolPlace?dfee=8688684001&keystage=2 

 

18. HOLYPORT COLLEGE BURSARIES  

18.1 Holyport College will consider applicants for a bursary boarding place in line with its Bursaries 

Policy. 

 

19. WAITING LISTS  

19.1 Waiting lists will be held for each year group and will be kept up to date by the Governing Board. 

The waiting list will be held in accordance with the stated admissions oversubscription criteria. Late 

applications may be added to the waiting list dependent on the criteria they fulfil. This means that 

positions on the list may change over time. Waiting lists will be held for one year following the start 

of the academic year. Parents may specifically request that their child’s name remains on the list for 

his/ her year group.  

 

20. WITHDRAWAL OF PLACES 

 

20.1 Holyport College reserves the right to withdraw the offer of a place where it has been offered in 

error or parents/carers have not responded within the time stated in the offer letter or it is found 

that the offer was obtained through a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application.
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APPENDIX A​
Designated Area For Admissions 

 

The designated area does not apply to Sixth Form admissions and has been 

removed from this document for clarity. 

 

APPENDIX B 

Definitions​
 

Looked after and previously looked after children 

Looked after and previously looked after children will be considered to be: i) children who are registered as 

being in the care of a Local Authority in accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989(a), eg fostered or 

living in a children’s home, at the time an application for a school is made; and ii) children who have left care 

through adoption immediately following having been looked after (in accordance with Section 46 of the 

Adoption and Children Act 2002), a residence order (in accordance with Section 8 of the Children Act 1989) or 

special guardianship order (in accordance with Section 14A of the Children Act 1989) and those children who 

appear (to Holyport College) to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in care as a result of 

being adopted.
 

Pupil Premium 

The following pupils attract the Pupil Premium: children registered as eligible for free school meals or who 

have been registered as eligible for free school meals at any point in the last six years; or children who have 

been looked after by a local authority for one day or more. In addition, the following pupils attract the Service 

Premium and are also eligible for admission under the Pupil Premium admission priority: children whose 

parent(s) are, or have at any point in the last six years, been serving in the UK armed forces or who are serving 

in the armed forces of another nation and are stationed in England. 

Sibling 

The term ‘sibling’ includes a half or step child permanently living in the same family unit or a foster child 

permanently living in the same family unit whose place has been arranged by the social service department of 

the local authority.  The sibling must be a pupil in the main school at the time of admission – sibling priority 

does not apply to siblings of children in the Sixth Form. 

Distance from Home to School 

Distance from home to school is measured in a straight line using the computerised Geographical Information 

System from a single fixed point in the centre of the home address to the main entrance of the school on the 

Ascot Road. This will their use the permanent place of residence as supplied by the Home Local Authority as 

part of the Co-ordinated Admissions System. If more than one applicant lives in a multi- occupancy building 

(e.g. flats) priority will be given to the applicant whose door number is the lowest numerically and/or first 

alphabetically. 
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APPENDIX C 

Sixth Form Individual Course Criteria 

A Level subject  GCSE/Other requirements  
Art Minimum grade 6 in Art 

Biology Minimum grade 7 in Biology or 7-7 combined science 

Business Studies Minimum Grade 6 in Maths or English 

Chemistry Minimum grade 7 in Chemistry or 7-7 combined science 

Computing Minimum grade 6 in Computing and Maths 

Economics Minimum grade 6 in Maths and English 

English Literature Minimum grade 6 in English Language and English Literature 

French Minimum grade 6 in French 

Further Maths Minimum grade 8 in Maths 

Geography Minimum grade 6 in Geography 

Government & Politics Minimum grade 6 in English and one other essay based subject 

History Minimum grade 6 in History 

Maths Minimum grade 7 in Maths 

Music Minimum grade 6 in Music 

Physics Minimum grade 7 in Physics or 7-7 combined science 

Psychology Minimum grade 6 in Biology, 6 in English and 6 in Maths 

Religious Studies 
Minimum grade 6 in Religious Studies or grade 6 in English 

Literature and one other essay based subject 

Spanish  Minimum grade 6 in Spanish 

Sports Science Minimum grade 6 in PE 
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APPENDIX D 

Sixth Form Scholarships 

Introduction  

The Holyport College Scholarship Program is designed to recognise and support students who 

demonstrate academic excellence. There are scholarships available in the Sixth Form for both 

boarding and day students. The application process and selection procedure are outlined below: 

Application Process 

Year 11 Students interested in applying for a scholarship must complete the scholarship application 

form available on the school website www.holyportcollege.org.uk by the scholarship application 

deadline. 

Selection Procedure 

For Boarding Scholarships, the selection process will be conducted by a Scholarship Committee 

comprising members of the Sixth Form Team and Senior Leaders. The selection procedure has two 

stages: 

A review of applicants’ predicted grades to generate a shortlist of candidates for assessment. 

An assessment to determine short listed candidates' critical thinking, problem-solving skills and 

ability to engage with complex academic material. 

For Day Scholarships, the selection process also has two stages: 

A review of applicants’ predicted grades to generate a shortlist of candidates who will be identified as 

potential day scholars. The College will stay in contact with potential day scholars through the 

admissions process. 

Potential day scholars will have their scholarship confirmed on GCSE results day if they meet the Day 

Scholars Qualifying Standard (DSQS). The DSQS will be based on the Total Points Score, which will 

be a total of the best 8 GCSE subjects taken. The DSQS will be communicated to students when 

candidates are identified as potential day scholars. 

The total number of Sixth Form scholars afforded priority in the admissions process (paragraph 13.3 

vi and paragraph 16.3 v) will not constitute more than 10% of the Year 12 cohort. 

Contact Information 

For inquiries regarding the scholarship program, please contact: 

6thformadmissions@holyportcllege.org.uk 
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